
 
 
 

Life Groups Discussion Guide- Week 6 
“Go Climb a Tree” 

Scripture: Luke 19:1-10 
 
 
 

 

This is our last week of the People on the Fringe Study.  Thank you for joining us! Today Jesus 

talks with us another kind person very similar in ways to last week’s rich young ruler, but with a 

very different outcome.  

● Our message this week began with a story about climbing a tree.  Just for fun, how long 

has it been since you climbed a tree?  
 

● Where do people in our culture turn for help, change or transformation? 

 
 
Let’s Dig into Our Bible Passage: 
 
Jesus is traveling through southern Palestine on his way to Jerusalem. This trip will culminate in 

his death and resurrection. As he journeys, Jesus makes the most of every opportunity to do 

ministry. Jericho, a rich agricultural town and popular resort for royalty and priests, was in 

Jesus’ path. Zacchaeus was one of the last people Jesus met before his death. Their encounter 

illustrates how Jesus can transform a person from the inside out.* 

 

● For background, read or skim Luke 18:31-43. What is happening as Jesus approaches 

Jericho? 

 

● Read Luke 19:1-10. In the first six verses (19:1-6), what are some things we learn about 

Zacchaeus? 

 

● “The Romans farmed out the task of collecting the taxes in any particular area to the 

highest bidder. The man did not receive any salary for his work but collected as much 

money as he could so that he would have a handsome rake-off after paying the 

government the appointed sum”. Tax collectors were despised not only by the Romans, 

but also by their own people.  What kind of reputation might a chief tax collector 

develop in a town like this? 

 



● What strikes you about the initial meeting between Jesus and Zacchaeus?  

 

● Do you think Jesus knew before He entered the city where He would be dining that 

night? 

 

● What was the reaction of the crowd as they see this relationship develop between 

Zacchaeus and Jesus (verse 7)? 

 

● Jesus is a master at building relationships and communicating with people. What does 

Jesus do to build a friendship with Zacchaeus? 

 

● What seems to be going on inside Zacchaeus to make him want to meet Jesus? Do  you 

think he was just curious? Do you think he somehow heard about Jesus dining at Levi’s 

house and wanted to meet him? Do you think he was feeling convicted regarding his 

line of work? Who was really seeking who?  Do you see any correlation to your story 

about why you sought Christ? 

 

● What seems to be going on inside Zacchaeus by the end of this encounter (verses 8-10)? 

How is he transformed by meeting Jesus? What might be some of the far reaching 

effects of this transformation on both Zacchaeus and the other people in his 

community? 

 

● How does this passage illustrate Jesus’ life mission as stated in verse 10? 

 

In Closing 

 

● How have you experienced the seeking or saving power of Jesus in your life (maybe 

even in the past week)? What are some ways Jesus has changed you? How can you be a 

witness to Jesus’ transforming power in your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*Significant portions of this study guide came from “Zacchaeus: A Transformed Witness” by 

Intervarsity Press.  Thank you Intervarsity! 


