
 
 
 

Life Groups Discussion Guide- Week 5 
“A Significant R.O.I.” 

Scripture: Luke 18: 18-30 
 
 
:  

 

Today Jesus talks with us about money and possessions.  

● Our message this week began with a few “would you rather.”   Let’s consider a few 

more:  Would you rather be a great dancer or a great singer?  Would you rather have 
lots of energy or have lots of money?  Would you rather be able to freeze time or travel 
in time? 
 

● Money and possessions can be a very emotional subject.  Why do you think this is? 
 
 
Let’s Dig into Our Bible Passage: 

 
● Take a moment and look over Luke 18: 9-17.  Verses 14 and 17 both make similar 

points. How might what is going on in each be important to keep in mind as observe 
what happens between Jesus and the Rich Young Ruler? 
  

Read Luke 18:18-30 
 

● In this story we learn very quickly what the Rich Young Ruler desires.  What does he 
want?  Why would someone who has so much be concerned about this subject? 
 

● Much like in Luke 10 (The Story of the Good Samaritan), Jesus instructs the man to 
consider God’s commandments.  Why does Jesus often connect obedience with faith?  
 

● Again, just like the Lawyer in Luke 10, the Rich Young Ruler quickly proclaims his 
success.  Jesus responds by upping the expectation.  “You still lack one thing.”  This is a 
pattern for Jesus when dealing with proud people.  Why does He do this?  What effect 
do you think this would have had on the “RYR”? 

 
● When Jesus says, “How difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter the Kingdom of 

God,”what do you think he means?  Why would wealth be such a factor in a person’s 
life?  How do you decide when one has enough wealth to be called wealthy?  
 



● Is Jesus’ requirement of the ruler to sell everything you have and give it to the poor, and 
come and follow him (verse 22) a requirement unique to this young man or all who 
want to follow Jesus? Why or Why not?  
 

● What might have happened to this rich ruler if he did what Jesus asked?  
 

● Jesus consistently asks people to lay down the things they trust in or love more than 
God.  It’s almost as if He knows they must lay these things down before coming to God. 
Why would this be the case? 
 

● How did Jesus’ analogy of the difficulty of the rich to enter the kingdom of God being 
equivalent to a camel being able to pass through the eye of a needle strike you?  
 

● What was the response of those who heard this analogy? 
 

● Why would Jesus’ promise in verses 29 & 30 be important to them?  
  
 
Let’s Apply this passage to our lives: 
 

● Rich/Young/Ruler = Money/Youth/Power  These may be the three most worshiped 
things on our planet.  You are among friends! Be honest.  Which of these are you most 
tempted to “admire too much.”  
 

● Is it possible to enjoy the “treasures of earth” without worshiping them?  If so, what 
kind of freedom might this give you in life? 
 

● How much time in an average day do we spend thinking about Jesus’ promises to us?  
 

● What is one promise God has made that you would benefit from reflecting on more this 
week?  


