
 

Advent Week 4 - The Gospel of Luke chapters 22-24 & Matthew 1:1-25 
 

Fervent Prayer 
 
Summary 
While reading the Gospel of Luke chapters 22-24 this week, all events now move directly to the 
cross, and all eyes are on Jesus. He is arrested, tried, crucified, buried and then rose on the 
third day. After visiting with several people and opening their eyes, he ascends into heaven and 
leaves us with the power of the Holy Spirit. We then wrap up our reading in this fourth week in 
Matthew 1:1-25 by circling back to focus on Jesus’ birth as we prepare to celebrate Christmas.  
 
Our focus in this summary will be on prayer. Prayer is one of the most powerful habits we can 
form in building our relationship with God. It is our connective tissue to God and his promises. In 
this weeks’ reading we see examples of prayer in Luke 11:2-4 is where we learn of the Lord’s 
prayer, then in Luke 22:40 the disciples are asked to pray for strength against temptation. We 
are going to explore prayer in detail with the hope that we can all make the quality and habit of 
prayer a higher priority each and every day.. 
 
Why do we pray? 
At the age of four years old, my parents taught me a prayer to say each night. We learned to 
kneel down beside the bed at bedtime, bow our head, close our eyes and place our hands 
together and say: “Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to keep, if I should die 
before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take. Amen.” I recall, even as a child, the mortality of 
this prayer and remember asking my parents, “Am I going to die before morning?” Only to be 
assured that no such thing was going to happen and told this was a way of talking to God, 
praying. More important than the words, the act of kneeling down beside my bed, talking to God 
in prayer each night was the habit my parents were trying to teach me. But why? Maybe 
because at 4 years old I could have been Dennis the Menace’s doppelganger, at least from my 
parent’s perspective. But still, does any of this really answer why we need to pray? 
 
We could easily point to scripture and say the reason is because God tells us to. We could say 
that we should because Jesus prayed and asked us to mimic his behavior. But does any of this 
really help us understand why we should pray? Maybe knowing why isn’t important and we 
should just do it. I don’t know about you but I like to learn the “why’s” in things because just 
telling me to do it, for the sake of doing it, brings out the rebellious side of my nature.  
 
What should prayer be like? 
Imagine with me for a moment. Think of the closest relationship you have with a person, and 
over time, life has taken over and you find it difficult to communicate on a regular basis. You 
recognize a feeling of being disconnected from that person or even guilt as communication 
continues to decline. Why do we feel this way? Why can’t we just communicate when and how 
we choose? Or why can’t the other person just adapt to what’s going on in our lives, no matter 



 

what’s taking priority at the moment?  We can immediately see the problem with this, this is very 
one-sided.  
 
Do you think this relationship will continue to grow if it stays this way? Not likely. Sure, we can 
all rationalize the behavior and say that because of the length or the special relationship we 
have with this person, we can pick up exactly where we left off at any time as though nothing 
happened. Even so, is the relationship going to grow or strengthen?  
 
We are relational beings, created in the likeness of God who has gone to great lengths to have 
a relationship with us. We see these great lengths vividly in our recent scripture reading as 
Jesus is persecuted and crucified for our sake. But can we really compare our relationship with 
God to our human relationships? In other words, do you think it’s plausible that a weak prayer 
life can cause similar problems in our relationship with God, to poor communication practices in 
human relationships? Can our relationship with God grow if the communication is weak or not 
occurring. Maybe we feel like our prayers go unanswered or not heard, so we stop asking. 
 
God’s responses to prayers are in his promises 
The Bible tells us how God speaks to us and we have to look at several scriptures to get a 
complete picture. This isn’t intended to be all inclusive but will help in this discussion.  

● Matthew 21:22) “If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.” 
● Luke 11:9–10 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 

knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one 
who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

● Luke 11:28 He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.” 
● John 8:47 “Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear 

is that you do not belong to God.” 
● John 16:13 “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. 

He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what 
is yet to come.” 

● 2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.” 

● 1 John 5:14-15  “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask 
anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—whatever 
we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.” 
 

God will always speak to us in full alignment to his promises in Scripture. How well we hear or 
understand his responses will be based on our knowledge and study of the Scriptures. We 
should be very careful with any responses we get that are contrary to Scripture.  
 
Conclusion 
As we approach the holidays, especially during this odd time we are in, if there is such a thing 
as normal times, our relationship with God should be a top priority because how we respond to 



 

life in general and how we respond to others, will be a reflection on our relationship with God. 
This is especially true as we are called to do God’s work in fulfilling his Great Commission.  
 
Also, our need to have a stronger prayer life and relationship to God should become our desire 
and not something we do just because it’s required. Going back to how our human 
relationships grow best; our communication should be coming from a place of desire rather than 
a feeling of obligation. Why would we treat our prayer life and relationship with God any 
differently? If anything, we should be aspiring to treat it with a fervor that is greater than any 
relationship we have. Which camp do you fall into right now? Apathy or fervor? Most, I’m betting 
will say in-between but my question is this, if we lack fervor, is there an in-between or does it 
really mean we are apathetic? You and God are the only two people who can answer this 
question honestly. 
 
Finally, what about not feeling heard or getting the answers we expect when praying. What 
approach can we take to help with this? The following came from Desiring God ministry, no pun 
intended.  
 
God hears and answers every prayer, but there are a precious few to which he always says, 
“Yes.” The prayers always answered positively are the prayers which explicitly ask God to 
deliver on his promises to us. God will always say Yes when we ask him to do his work through 
his word. 
 
I have found at least six basic prayers God will always answer. 
 
1. Glorify yourself through me. 
The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea 
(Habakkuk 2:14). 
 
2. Forgive me. 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). 
 
3. Reveal more of yourself to me. 
I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, 
saying, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
declares the Lord (Jeremiah 31:33–34). 
 
4. Give me wisdom. 
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it 
will be given him (James 1:5). 
 
5. Strengthen me to obey you. 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/six-prayers-god-always-answers


 

As you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure (Philippians 2:12–13). 
 
6. Spread your gospel to the lost. 
This gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come (Matthew 24:14). 
 
How do we know God will answer these six prayers? Because he says he will in the first place, 
and then, even more, because these prayers sum up what God has promised to do through the 
gospel. This is what God has said he would most surely do. 
 
Ready to Answer 
If we want to grow and mature in prayer, we don’t need to set a timer. We don’t need to learn 
new contemplative methods, or build a prayer closet in the woods. But we do need to become 
better ask-ers. We need to realize that we are all walking disasters apart from grace, men and 
women who need God every step of every day. We would all make a shipwreck of our life and 
the lives of those around us if God did not intervene. 
 
The gospel yells at us, You are weak and sinful, flawed, and needy — but God is strong, 
gracious, and good — and ready to answer. Ask him to do what he has already promised to do 
for you. And keep praying, until that day when we won’t need to pray anymore from a distance, 
because we will see our great Promiser, Provider, and King face to face. 
 
 
 
 


