
 
“Never Alone”  Discussion Guide 
 
                  Week of July 12th  

Scripture: Genesis 39:1-6a 
 
 
 
Let’s Connect with Each Other:  
 
Take a few minutes and catch up.  You can use the following questions to do so, or come up 
with questions of your own.  
 

● It’s always good to check in on how life has been going since you last met. 
● Today’s message starts with a story about being lost in the woods.  Ask people to share 

a time they have been really lost.  How did things turn out?  
 
Let’s Connect with the Word:  
 
Ask someone in your group to read Genesis 39:1-6a. 
 
1. It has been a couple weeks since we have visited Joseph and his family on a Sunday.  Ask 
people in your group to think back and summarize what has happened so far in the story. 
(Extra points for anyone who mentions Judah and Tamar from Genesis 38!) 
 
1. Do you think this is a happy or sad part of Joseph’s story?  How would you feel in this 
situation? 
 
2. The sermon suggests that Joseph during this time had his life taken from him and yet, was 
not “lost.”   How is this possible?  What does it mean? 
 
3. What are some scenarios today in which we might say someone’s life has been changed 
(perhaps permanently) without their consent?  How has this happened in your life so far?  
 
4. How significant is it that God and Portiphar are the ones whose activity is most noted in this 
passage?  Why would scripture keep the focus off of Joseph’s personal efforts and attitudes 
even though he must have been quite busy?  How is this relevant to our lives today? 
 
5. What is your impression of Potiphar?   What person or people do you think he most 
represents in the world today?  Is there anybody in your life who might be like Potiphar?  (This 
could be someone in authority over you; someone you hope will see God through your life or 
simply someone that is hard to accept is a part of your life at all.) 
 
 
 
 



6. Clearly Joseph was not actually inactive during this time.  What do you imagine his actions 
and attitudes would have been?  
 
 
Let’s Connect it to Life: 
 
7.  There is much in the message this week that we haven’t formally explored here.  Is there 
anything in the message that you would like to bring up? 
 
8. Numbers 6:24-26 was used as a description of what it meant for God to be “with Joseph.” 
This is an ancient blessing still used today.  Take a moment and read it out loud.  Which part of 
this blessing do you most need today?   Consider committing as a group to specifically pray for 
each member of the group about this in the coming week.  
 
 
 
Scripture Passages: 
 
Numbers 6:24-26 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
 
 
Genesis 39:1-6a 
Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the 
captain of the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who had 
brought him down there. 2 The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful 
man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 His master saw that the Lord 
was with him and that the Lord caused all that he did to succeed in his hands. 4 So 
Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his 
house and put him in charge of all that he had. 5 From the time that he made him 
overseer in his house and over all that he had, the Lordblessed the Egyptian's house for 
Joseph's sake; the blessing of the Lord was on all that he had, in house and field. 6 So 
he left all that he had in Joseph's charge, and because of him he had no concern about 
anything but the food he ate. 


