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“Receive Your Coordinates” 
Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 1:4-9 

 
 

Let me begin by asking a single question:  “What is the church’s mission?”  Is it to help 
the poor?  It is to bless our neighbors?  Is it to care for the environment?  Is it 
community renewal?  Is it social justice?  Is mission simply a synonym for living a 
faithful Christian life?  Does God expect the church to change the world?  In recent 
years the meaning of “mission of the church” has broadened, thereby offering dozens of 
ways to answer the question.  Mission is here.  Mission is there. Mission is everywhere.  
Yet, author Stephen Neill quips: “If everything is mission, nothing is mission.”	
 
It makes a great deal of sense to look to Jesus – the Head of the church – for our 
missional directive, so what does the Bible say about mission?  The noun “mission” is 
not found in the Bible – it actually comes from the Latin word mitere meaning “to send.”  
Working with this root understanding, we can presuppose that if someone is “sent,” 
there is a “sender.”  The word mission implies two things to most people:  1) being sent 
and 2) being given a task.  For example, the old TV show Mission: Impossible always 
involved a specific goal that Peter Graves was supposed to accomplish.  “This is your 
mission, if you decide to accept it….”  So back to the question, “What is the mission of 
the church?”  I believe it is summarized in the Great Commission passages – the 
climactic marching orders Jesus issues at the ends of the Gospels and at the beginning 
of Acts.   
 
On the day Jesus was raised from the dead, He appears to the disciples, who, fearing 
the Jewish leaders, were meeting behind locked doors.  Suddenly, Jesus was standing 
there among them!  “Peace be with you,” He said. 20 As He spoke, He showed them the 
wounds in His hands and His side. They were filled with joy when they saw the 
Lord!    Again He said, “Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent Me, so I am sending 
you.”  Then He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:19-22)  
The One true God sends His one and only Son. God is a missionary God.  Then His 
one and only Son, who died to pay for the sins of the world, sends His disciples to share 
this good news.  The Father sends the Son and the Son sends His disciples. 
 
The Great Commission 
 
Of the five Great Commission passages, let's focus on the most famous one, found in 
Matthew 28:16-20.  Jesus has brought His disciples together one last time for 
something truly significant.  Before Jesus calls the disciples to mission, He reassures 
them of the good news:  “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me.” 
(Matthew 28:18)  The mission Jesus is about to reveal is based exclusively and entirely 
on His authority. God does not send us out from His church to conquer.  He sends us 
out in the name of the One who has already conquered. We are going only because He 
reigns. 
 
Note the four verbs in verses 19-20.  “Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
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Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” (Matthew 
28:19-20a; emphasis mine)  Examining these four verbs, we discover that there is 
one main verb  and three supporting participles (A participle is a word formed 
from a verb which can be used as an adjective.) The main verb is the imperative 
“make disciples.” Jesus’ disciples are to make disciples of the nations.  But to 
which “nations” were they to go to make disciples?  The Greek word for “nations” does 
not apply to political nation-states, but to people groups. Jesus envisions worshipers 
and followers present among every cultural-linguistic group on the planet. 
 
The remaining participles, which can have the force of imperatives, flesh out what 
is entailed in the disciple-making process.  We go, we baptize, and we teach.  
“Going” implies being sent (the meaning of the word “mission” – see Romans 
10:15). “Baptizing” implies repentance and forgiveness as well as inclusion in 
God’s family. (Acts 2:38,41)“Teaching” makes clear that Jesus expects more than 
an initial decision to follow Him. He wants obedient, mature disciples to do as He 
commands. 
 
Jesus concludes His commissioning by saying; “I am with you always to the end of the 
age." (Matthew 28:20)  Such a far-reaching guarantee would not have been necessary if 
Jesus envisioned the apostles fulfilling the Great Commission. But a promise to the end 
of the age makes perfect sense, if the work of mission also continues to the end of this 
age. Jesus' promise extends to the end of the age just as His commission does. 
 
Recollecting what we have discovered from these two passages, we have discovered 
that God the Father sent God the Son.  And that God the Son sends His disciples to 
make disciples.  Expressed another way: God is the missionary God who sent His Son, 
and His Son is a missionary Son, who sends His people. Therefore, the church (Jesus' 
disciples) are a “sent people” or missionaries of a missionary God. 
 
So what does this mean for the local church?  What is its mission?  Mission is not 
merely an activity of the church. It is not to be viewed as one of several programs of the 
church.  “Mission” actually defines who we are.  The church is the body of Jesus – we 
are a sent people. Mission is the result of God’s initiative, rooted in God’s purposes. 
 
Which brings us to the next question: Where are we as the church being sent?  Jesus 
elaborates in another “Great Commission” (Acts 1).  In Jesus’ final meeting with His 
disciples, before He leaves them to return to Heaven, He gives them significant 
instructions as to their mission. “On one occasion, while He was eating with them, He 
gave them this command:  “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about.” (Acts 1:4)  These words stir His 
disciples because they understand Jesus' words to mean that He is preparing to launch 
His kingdom, and they are going to be His instruments to accomplish it. They ask Him, 
“Lord are you now going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  Jesus counters with 'only 
God knows the answer,' thereby refturning ocusing the disciples on their mission, that 
upon receiving the Holy Spirit, they are to “...be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)  They were soon to 
experience the gift of the Holy Spirit, critical to their mission, and once that happened, 
they would be a Spirit-sent people.  Through Jesus' proclamation “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to Me” (Matthew 28:18) and His words in Acts 1:8, 
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we see how this authority to make disciples is given to His disciples – through the power 
of the Holy Spirit!   Notice Jesus says, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses (someone who sees an event and reports 
what happened) in Jerusalem (their home base), Judea (suburbs), Samaria, and the 
ends of the earth.” 
 
How does this apply to us?  One pastor suggests, “Look down at your feet.”  Your 
mission as a disciple of Jesus doesn’t just happen when you go on a mission trip. It 
doesn’t happen in another country. Mission happens wherever your feet are.  Mission 
happens whenever, wherever you are.  You are on mission every day.   
  
For the computer-savvy, consider Google Maps.  To designate a specific location or 
destination, apply a Google Maps Pin, sometimes referred to as “The Marker.”  To 
determine specific coordinates (longitude & latitude) of a location, access a website 
called “Google Coordinates” and do the same.  According to what Jesus says in Acts 
1:8, our mission as His disciples – at any time, at any place – is exactly where our feet 
are located.   We are “walking coordinates.”  Each time we move our feet our 
coordinates change.  Each time our coordinates change, our mission location changes. 
We are to be witnesses of and for Jesus wherever we are.  And wherever we are is our 
“Jerusalem” – our starting point for being witnesses and for making disciples. Mission 
happens where we are.  That’s what the mission of the church is!  As part of the church 
of Jesus, where I am is where I am called to do mission – to be a witness for Jesus. 
 
CPC is home to many “Walking Coordinates.”  For example, one group of Jesus’ CPC 
disciples comprise part of London Towne Elementary School's Breakfast Club for 
second-graders.  The program provides voluntary tutors for children in need of 
improving their math skills.  At the beginning of the school year, students are tested to 
determine at which grade level each is performing arithmetic.  This year and in years 
past, some were found to be functioning at Kindergarten level. As a result, each student 
was assigned a tutor to meet with the child weekly during the breakfast hour throughout 
the school year.  During the second to last week of school, the Breakfast Club held a 
celebration, not only to honor students who passed the second-grade math competency 
tests, but to celebrate, according to their teachers, that the children had actually grown 
to enjoy math!  These startling results caused some staff at London Towne Elementary 
to ask the CPC tutors, why they participate.  Why did they give their time, week after 
week, in early morning hours, to teaching the young ones math?  Their answer was, 
they wanted to show these children the love of Jesus... to let them know that He cares 
about them... to give them a better chance to succeed in school and eventually in life.  
These saints – these disciples – are “walking coordinates.” They realize they are 
witnesses for Jesus everywhere their feet go – even at the Breakfast Club.   
 
Consider Jerry, a disciple of Jesus, was in the Vienna, Austria airport terminal, waiting 
for a delayed flight, when he met a woman wearing an official lanyard and name tag, 
and carrying a clipboard, apparently taking an airport survey. When she approached 
Jerry, he asked her name. "Allegra," she replied. "Allegra, are you from Vienna?" he 
asked.  She answered, "No, I grew up in southern Austria."  With that answer came the 
permission to ask, "What brought you to Vienna?"  She said she was a university 
student. This opened the door to more questions.  Where did she go to school?  What 
was she studying?  After about 20 minutes, Jerry had learned a lot about Allegra. Her 
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mother abandoned the family to move to Canada with her lover. Her father's bitterness 
was toxic. She and her brother, who attended university as well, weren't speaking. 
When Jerry expressed his sadness for what seemed to be deep and painful 
estrangement from those who should have been closest to her, Allegra said it was far 
worse.  She had a boyfriend who had left Austria to study art in Florence for six months. 
He had asked her to wait for him, and she did so.  The boyfriend had returned just the 
day before; only to inform her he had met someone new and no longer cared to 
continue their relationship.  Jerry, through the leading of the Holy Spirit, knew where 
God was wooing her, and knew the deeply felt need where Allegra was likely to hear the 
gospel. Twenty minutes had passed when he realized she had not yet asked Jerry one 
question from the survey. He finally told her that he had been sent to tell her something. 
At that point, Allegra began to wonder whether Jerry was a plant, an informant put there 
by her supervisor to monitor her work. Jerry assured her it was nothing like that, but he 
did have something to say to her once she finished her survey questions.  She rushed 
through the airport's survey, and then put down her pen, looked Jerry in the eye, and 
eagerly asked, "What were you supposed to tell me?"  Knowing that Allegra felt 
abandoned and betrayed, Jerry said to her, "Allegra, the God of the universe knows you 
and loves you; He would never abandon you or forsake you." Jerry said it to her again: 
"Allegra, He loves you!" 

Knowing it often takes hearing a message three times before the meaning sinks in, 
Jerry repeated it:  "Allegra, He loves you!"  After the third time, she burst into loud sobs. 
Everyone in the gate area was looking in their direction. Through her tears, Allegra 
blurted out, "But I've done so many bad things in my life!" Jerry responded, "Allegra, 
God knows all about them and that's why He sent Jesus to die on the Cross for all of 
our sins and to bring us forgiveness and hope." Jerry was explaining the gospel – “The 
Good News” – to ears willing to hear and a heart willing to receive. (Adapted from Dr. Jerry 

Root, When Evangelism Really Isn't That Hard," Christianity Today (2-17-17) Jerry knew that as a disciple of 
Jesus, his mission was to be a witness of Jesus where his feet were. At the location of 
the “pin”. “Go and make disciples of all nations…be my witness in Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, and yes even to the ends of the earth.” That is the mission of the church. If 
you are the church that is your mission. 

Do your feet go out of town?  Do you travel beyond your “Jerusalem,” beyond your 
“Samaria,” and to the ends of the earth?  Your mission – your witness – is where your 
feet are.   

Let Us Pray. 

Footnotes 

Adapted from Dr. Jerry Root, When Evangelism Really Isn't That Hard," Christianity 
Today (2-17-17) 


